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SOME CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS FOR THE NEW YEAR 2025

During the year | will:

Like PAUL, forget those things which are behind and press
forward.

Like DAVID, liftup my eyes to the hills from where my help comes.
Like ABRAHAM, trust my God implicitly.

Like ENOCH, walk in daily fellowship with my heavenly Father.

Like MOSES, suffer rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a time.

Like CALEB and JOSHUA, refuse to be discouraged because of
superior numbers.

Like JOB, be patient and faithful in all circumstances.
Like JOSEPH, turn my back on all evil advances.

Like GIDEON, advance even when my friends are few.
Like ANDREW, strive to lead my brother to Christ.

Like STEPHEN, manifest a forgiving spirit.
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the
HEALTHY

church

Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace
and were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of
the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied (Acts 9:31).

Throughout history, Christians have looked to the church in the Book of
Acts as a model of what Christ wants in His body. Our verse in Acts 9:31 sets
forth 5 evidences of a healthy church.

1. CLIMATE OF PEACE

Notice that the verse begins with the word 'then'. The context of this
verse is the conversion of Saul and the resulting decrease of external
persecution on the church. However, peace involves much more than the
absence of persecution. A church can have peace outwardly and not inwardly.
Peace involves absence of conflict, both outwardly and inwardly, and the
presence of harmony. A church filled with division will not see multiplication.
The climate of peace naturally produces an atmosphere of unity. Are you
helping to unify your congregation, or do you create divisions?

2.CONSISTENT SPIRITUALGROWTH

Notice the verse says, ""'and were edified." Edify here literally means "to
build a house," referring to us, the household of God! It's a reference to
spiritual growth. A healthy church is one blossoming with spiritual growth in its
members. We grow spiritually through spiritual food and spiritual exercise.
Our spiritual food is the regular intake of God's Word, and our spiritual exercise
is our ministry and service. If you are going to grow spiritually, it will cost you
time and effort (see Col. 2:6, 7).

3. COMPELLING SPIRITUAL VITALITY

Acts 9:31 tells us the New Testament church was "walking . . . in the
comfort of the Holy Spirit." This church was alive! A clear spiritual dynamic was
at work! Distinct characteristics identify a dynamic church. The church must
live by faith (Heb. 11:6; 2 Cor. 5:7). The church must commit to holiness (Eph.
4:30). The church must depend on prayer (Eph.6:18). Without these
components, our church would be dead! Are we making progress in these
areas?

4. CONSISTENT NUMERICALGROWTH.
The New Testament church was multiplied. A healthy church will
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experience consistent numerical growth. Not numbers for numbers' sake, but
because numbers represent people and people matter to God! We need to
reach people for Christ! A healthy church is a church where lives are changed
by the gospel, a church that sees consistent numerical growth. Now there are
settings where a church is reaching people and not growing numerically. In
areas of rapidly declining population, a church may reach many for Christ and
not see a numerical increase. For most churches, however, this is simply not
the case.

5.CONSUMING GOD FOCUS.

A key phrase in our verse is "walking in the fear of the Lord." Walking
involves a way of life. The fear of the Lord portrays an idea of being afraid to
offend God in any way. A healthy church seeks God's will above all else. A
church that pleases God is a church where the people honour Christ in their
daily conduct, in their thoughts (Phil. 4:8), deeds (2 Cor. 7:1), and words
(Eph.4:29).

In the face of all the problems in the church, we can become part of the
solution. We need to follow the model of the New Testament church,
cultivating the lifestyle of peace, spiritual growth and vitality, numerical
growth, and godliness. Will you commit yourself to help build that type of
church? It has been said there are three kinds of people: those who make it
happen, those who watch it happen, and those who wonder what happened.
Will you commit to be a part of that first group, those who make it happen?
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s Churches grow warmer through fellowship

Churches grow deeper through discipleship
~Dimensions~ Churches grow stronger through worship
Of Churches grow broader through ministry

- Churches grow larger through evangelism
Cﬁl}ﬂ:ﬁ gr()\u}tﬁ Dr. Rick Warren
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